Koinonia:
Actively Partnering
with
the Body of Christ

Koinonia
† Greek word with no one-for-one English translation
κοινωνία
koinōnia

Strong’s Concordance
G2842

koy-nohn-ee'-ah
From G2844; partnership, that is, (literally) participation, or (social) intercourse,
or (pecuniary) benefaction: - (to) communicate (-ation), communion, (contri-),
distribution, fellowship.
G2844

κοινωνός
koinōnos

koy-no-nos'
From G2839; a sharer, that is, associate: - companion, X fellowship, partaker,
partner.

† Koinonia translations: communion, fellowship, contribution…
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not the communion
which we break, is
of Christ?
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of blessing which we bless, is it
of the blood of Christ? The bread
it not the communion of the body
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(Act 2:42) And
doctrine and
in prayers.
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they continued stedfastly
in the apostles'
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and
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(Rom 15:26) For it hath pleased them of Macedonia
Achaia to make a certain contribution for the
saints which are at Jerusalem.
G1063

G882

G40

G2106

G4160

G3588

G5100

G1722

G3109

G2842

G2419

G1519

G3588

and
poor

G2532
G4434

G2532

This koinonia or communion and fellowship and contribution is an
actively involved partnership/participation with the other person
or persons! Thinking about it in those terms changes our
behavior in “communion” or “fellowship” from a spectator to an
active participating partnership.

Fellowship (active participation with each other) is structured in the
oneness that Jesus prayed for:
(Joh 17:11) And I am no longer in the world, but they are in
the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in
your name, which you have given me, that they may be
one, even as we are one.
Much more than a hug or a handshake, but a true partnership that
goes deep, with Jesus and with the members of His Church.

"communion" or breaking of bread or Lord's Supper that we take is
an active participation in the Body and Blood of Jesus, making His
own word's ring out
Joh 6:53-58 ESV So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say
to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and
drink his blood, you have no life in you. (54) Whoever
feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life,
and I will raise him up on the last day. (55) For my flesh
is true food, and my blood is true drink. (56) Whoever
feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and
I in him. (57) As the living Father sent me, and I live
because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also
will live because of me. (58) This is the bread that came
down from heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate, and
died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.”

In fact, think of water baptism; what is it? Is it some kind of physical
holy water cleaning? Not exactly, it is rather a participation in the
death, burial and hence, resurrection of our LORD Jesus!
1Pe 3:21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of
dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ,
Col 2:12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through
the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.
Rom 6:3-5 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? (4) We were buried therefore with him by
baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. (5) For if we have been
united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his.

2Pe 1:3-4 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain
to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to
his own glory and excellence, (4) by which he has granted to us his
precious and very great promises, so that through them you may
become partakersG2844 of the divine nature, having escaped
from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.
like word as koinonia, koinonos, a partner and hence an active
participant with the divine nature!!! We are invited to experience HIS
precious and very great promises that we may become partners of
HIS great Blessings!!!

Ultimately, koinonia is with the people and the LORD:
1Jn 1:1-7 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have
seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the
Word of life; (2) (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness,
and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested
unto us;) (3) That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye
also may have fellowship (koinonia) with us: and truly our fellowship (koinonia)
is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. (4) And these things write we
unto you, that your joy may be full. (5) This then is the message which we have heard
of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. (6) If
we say that we have fellowship (koinonia) with him, and walk in darkness, we lie,
and do not the truth: (7) But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship (koinonia) one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth us from all sin.

Let’s make this an active goal for us all!

